FRAMEWORK

City of Portland, Oregon: Zoning Code, Chapter 33.
33.130.205 Floor Area Ratio
A. Purpose. Floor area ratios (FARs) regulate the amount of use
(the intensity) allowed on a site. FARs provide a means to match
the potential amount of uses with the desired character of the
area and the provision of public services. FARs also work with
the height, setback, and building coverage standards to control
the overall bulk of development.
B. FAR standard. The floor area ratios are stated in Table 130-3
and apply to all nonresidential development.

33.130.210 Height

A. Purpose. The height limits are intended to control the overall
scale of buildings. The height limits in the CN1, CN2, and CO1
discourage buildings which visually dominate adjacent residen-
tial areas. The height limits in the CO2, CM, CS, and CG zones
allow for a greater building height at a scale that generally
reflects Portland’s commercial areas. Light, air, and the potential
for privacy are intended to be preserved in adjacent residential
zones. The CX zone allows the tallest buildings, consistent with
its desired character.

B. Height standard. The height standards for all structures are
stated in Table 130-3. Exceptions to the maximum height
standard are stated below.

1. Projections allowed. Chimneys, flag poles, satellite
receiving dishes, and other items similar with a width,
depth, or diameter of 5 feet or less may rise 10 feet
above the height limit, or 5 feet above the highest point
of the roof, whichever is greater. If they are greater than
5 feet in width, depth, or diameter, they are subject to
the height limit.

2. Roof top mechanical equipment. All rooftop mechanical
equipment must be set back at least 15 feet from all roof
edges that are parallel to street lot lines. Elevator
mechanical equipment may extend up to 16 feet above
the height limit. Other rooftop mechanical equipment
which cumulatively covers no more than 10 percent of
the roof area may extend 10 feet above the height limit.

3. Radio and television antennas, utility power poles, and
public safety facilities are exempt from the height limit.

ATELIER Z
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Koolhaas, Prada Store;

Coop Himmelb(l)au, Falkestrasse 6;
Libeskind, Victoria + Albert Museum;
Kaan, Haarlemmerbuurt;

TLMS, Live/Work House;

Saitowitz, New Victorian;

Gazeau, Postal Workers’ Housing.

ATELIER Z

Urban Infill / Adaptive Re-Use:

33.130.230 Ground Floor Windows
A. Purpose. In the C zones, blank walls on the ground level of buildings

are limited in order to:

- Provide a pleasant, rich, and diverse pedestrian experience by
connecting activities occurring within a structure to adjacent
sidewalk areas;

Encourage continuity of retail and service uses;

Encourage surveillance opportunities by restricting fortress-
like facades at street level; and

Avoid a monotonous pedestrian environment.

B. Adjustments Public art may be considered for adjustments to the

ground floor window provision. In all cases, the Regional Arts and
Culture Council will review the application to determine whether public
art is appropriate at the location, taking into account the scale and
character of the building and area. The budget, selection process, final
artwork, and installation must follow the guidelines of the Regional
Arts and Culture Council and must be approved by the Regional Arts
and Culture Council. Covenants will be required, following the regula-
tions of Section 33.700.060, Covenants with the City, to ensure the
installation, preservation, maintenance, and replacement of public art.

33.130.240 Pedestrian Standards
A. Purpose. The pedestrian standards encourage a safe, attractive, and

usable pedestrian circulation system in all developments. They ensure
a direct pedestrian connection between the street and buildings on the
site, and between buildings and other activities within the site. In
addition, they provide for connections between adjacent sites, where
feasible.
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